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HINDRANCES IN THE  RESOLUTION OF KURDISH  CONFLICT 
BY JAMILA TARIQ * 

 

THE KURDISH ISSUE 
        The Kurds are the largest stateless minority in the world. They are about 40 millions. Most 
of the Kurds live in the contiguous area of Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Armenia and Syria-a mountainous 
region of Southwest Asia generally known as Kurdistan (land of Kurds). They are mostly the 
Sunni Muslims with their own languages and culture and are the third largest Ethnic group of the 
region.   
         The Kurds are in the state of conflict with the above mentioned countries. Because Kurds 
want the creation of Kurdistan as the separate state but after the overthrow of the Turkish 
monarchy in 1922 by Kemal Ataturk, Turkey, Iran and Iraq agreed not to recognize the 
independent Kurdish state.  (1)  
 

HINDRANCES 
 

 INTERNAL DIVISIONS OF KURDS 
           The main hindrance to the formation of Kurdistan as an independent state is that despite 
of having a common goal of independent state. Kurds have internal divisions which often come 
in way to unify them. (2) All the Kurds are not the follower of one religion, the majority of them 
are Sunni Muslims however others are Alevis, Shia or Christian.   

 TENSION BETWEEN KURDS POLITICAL PARTIES  
             During the Iran-Iraq war the Kurds supported Iran due to which Iraqi government 
implemented anti-Kurdish policies.  The chemical weapons were used against Kurds which 
resulted in thousands of deaths. Saddam Hussein’s regime proved even more disastrous for the 
Kurds in Iraq. After the Gulf Crisis “The No Fly Zone” over a chunk of northern Iraq was 
established by US and British Government. (3) Iraq however first opposed the measure but later 
on, in 1991 the Iraqi Kurdistan was allowed to function independently. The region was to be 
ruled by the two principle Kurdish parties The Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdish (PUK). This might be the progressive step for the creation of Kurdistan as the 
independent state but then again tension between the two principle Kurdish parties led to intra 
Kurdish Conflict and warfare.  
 

 DEATH OF TURKISH PRESIDENT TURGUT OZAL  
               The Kurdish Worker Party (KWP) on 15 august 1984 launched its first armed 
insurgency in Turkey. In early 1990s Turkish president Turgut Ozal agreed to negotiate with the 
KWP. Negotiations led to a ceasefire declaration by the KWP on 20 March 1993. President Ozal 
was planning to propose a major pro-Turkish Reform package at the next meeting of the 
National Security council. (4)That would likely be the first step for the right of self-
determination of Kurdistan but unfortunately President Ozal died on 17 April 1993 and plans 
were never presented due to postponement of that meeting.   

 THE DOUBT OF TERRITORIAL DISINTEGRATION  
The state in which Kurdish are living have actually doubt that if they accept the demand 

of Kurdish nation for separate homeland then other minorities of their states will also rise their 
voices for separate homeland due to which their territory will disintegrate.  
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 POLITICAL PROBLEM BUT NON POLITICAL SOLUTION 
             It is seen that whenever The Kurds have raised their voice for right of self-determination 
it is suppressed through use of force by the relevant states due to which the Kurdish rebels 
become more aggressive and affairs go to further dead lock. The dominating state should 
understand that use of force is not the solution of every problem. Political problems need 
political solution.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 From the above discussion we can conclude that Kurdish conflict will never be resolved 
unless the Kurdish unites internally. In order to solve the conflict The Kurdish and the relevant 
government will have to show some elasticity over their demands otherwise the problem which 
is already much delayed will take more time to be resolved.  
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